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Valterra Platinum Community Bursary 2026  

Call for Applications! 
 
 
Valterra Platinum is pleased to announce the opening of applications for the Community Bursary Programme for 
the 2026 academic year.  
 
The programme is specifically designed to provide critical opportunities to learners and students from our host 
communities who face greater socio-economic vulnerability and are less likely to secure financial support 
elsewhere. 
 
 
This bursary is administered through the Tshikululu Trust. 
 
To apply for the bursary, please complete the online application form using the link: Valterra Community Bursary 
2026 Advert_Unki Operations. Incomplete applications will NOT be considered.  

 
Limited bursaries available! 

 
Bursaries will be awarded to qualifying applicants on a first come, first served basis. 

 
Applications close on Sunday, 01 February 2026, 23:59 South African Standard Time (SAST) but be sure 

to apply before then as applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis! 
 

 
Tshikululu Help Desk 
A help desk is available to assist you should you have any queries or difficulties submitting your application. It is 
available until the closing date during business hours: Monday to Friday, from 08:00 – 16:00 on the phone +27 

11 544-0300 and via email: valterraeducation@tshikululu.org.za. 
 
If you do not receive feedback within 30 days after the closing date, please consider your application unsuccessful.  

 

 
 

Selection Criteria 

Target group: 

Students and learners who: 

• Have successfully completed their Advanced Level in 2024 or 2025; 

• Are between the ages of 18 to 25 years (inclusive), as at the closing date for applications; 

• Possess a valid passport 

• Are entering 1st year in 2026: Proof of application to a higher education institution and/or a university 
acceptance or provisional offer letter, OR 

• Are entering 2nd year or above in the 2026 academic year: Must hold a valid study visa. 

• Are currently enrolled in, or have been accepted into, a full-time programme at a registered higher 
educational institution (whether a public or private institution); and 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe5KTARp3f8J3HjTRUvcAE58fZUEGjFIHR3qA20-I_omV3OIA/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe5KTARp3f8J3HjTRUvcAE58fZUEGjFIHR3qA20-I_omV3OIA/viewform?usp=publish-editor
mailto:valterraeducation@tshikululu.org.za
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• Are enrolled in a three year full-time programme, or will complete their studies within three years (no later 
than December 2028).  

• Are enrolled in, or accepted into, their first undergraduate programme (NQF Level 6 or 7) ONLY. 

AND who 

• Currently live in, or spent the majority of their school career enrolled in schools located within, a Valterra 
Platinum Unki mine host district of Shurugwi.  

 

Student demographics: Qualifications:  

• Applicants must be from host communities within 
Valterra Platinum’s Unki Operations in Shurugwi 
District, Zimbabwe 

• Only applicants from this operational sites’ host 
communities will be considered. 

Applicants are to provide the full name of the qualification 
they are pursuing as written in their acceptance letter or 
registration documents, e.g., “Bachelor of Social 
Science in Geography and Environmental 
Management”. 

The qualification must be fully accredited with South 
African Qualifications Authority (SAQA) 

Time Frame:  Higher-education institution:  

• Year of study: 2026 academic year. 

• Undergraduate full duration of study will be covered 
by the bursary e.g. 1st, 2nd, 3rd, or 4th year. 

• Enrolled students who are undergraduates in 2nd, 3rd 
or 4th year: full duration of the study will be covered 
from 2026 year of study. 

• Renewal of the bursary will be conditional on 
academic performance during the funded year of 
study. 

• Any registered public or private higher-education 
institution in South Africa, including but not limited 
to universities, colleges and TVET colleges. 

o DHET Master List of Public Higher 
Education Institutions (November 2023) 

o DHET Register of Private Education 
Institutions (December 2025) 

o DHET Register of Private Colleges 
(January 2026) 

 

Costs covered:  Exclusions: 

• Study-related costs including tuition, 
accommodation and allowance. 

o Are entering 1st year in 2026: Medical 
insurance will not be provided, as this 
forms part of the visa application 
process which Valterra Platinum and 
the Tshikululu Trust will not be 
facilitating.   

o Are entering 2nd year or above in the 
2026 academic year: Medical 
insurance will be provided.  

 
NOTE: The final amount, to be confirmed, will be based 
on the specific details of each successful applicant, as 
approved by the Trustees at their discretion. 

• Children of employees of Valterra Platinum Ltd. 
are not eligible to apply. 

• Valterra and the Tshikululu Trust will not assist 
with the obtaining of study permits; however, 
eligible costs may be reimbursed where 
applicable. 

 
The bursary award does not offer, guarantee or promise 
employment, funding beyond the current academic year 
or any other benefit from Valterra Platinum, the Trustees 
and/or Tshikululu following the completion of your studies.  

 

https://www.dhet.gov.za/_layouts/15/xlviewer.aspx?id=/MasterLists/MASTERLIST%20FOR%20PUBLIC%20HEIs/Masterlist_Template_Public_HEIs_November_2023%5b1%5d.xlsx&Source=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Edhet%2Egov%2Eza%2FSitePages%2FMasterLists%2Easpx%3FRootFolder%3D%252FMasterLists%252FMASTERLIST%2520FOR%2520PUBLIC%2520HEIs%26FolderCTID%3D0x01200038847076EC512B4283A6847C3137CD4A%26View%3D%257B4C4E3127%252D0F16%252D40F2%252DA520%252D5204DA8F3CF0%257D
https://www.dhet.gov.za/_layouts/15/xlviewer.aspx?id=/MasterLists/MASTERLIST%20FOR%20PUBLIC%20HEIs/Masterlist_Template_Public_HEIs_November_2023%5b1%5d.xlsx&Source=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Edhet%2Egov%2Eza%2FSitePages%2FMasterLists%2Easpx%3FRootFolder%3D%252FMasterLists%252FMASTERLIST%2520FOR%2520PUBLIC%2520HEIs%26FolderCTID%3D0x01200038847076EC512B4283A6847C3137CD4A%26View%3D%257B4C4E3127%252D0F16%252D40F2%252DA520%252D5204DA8F3CF0%257D
https://www.dhet.gov.za/Registers_DocLib/Register%20%20Private%20Higher%20Education%20Institutions.pdf
https://www.dhet.gov.za/Registers_DocLib/Register%20%20Private%20Higher%20Education%20Institutions.pdf
https://www.dhet.gov.za/Registers_DocLib/Register%20of%20Private%20Colleges%20%205%20January%202026.pdf
https://www.dhet.gov.za/Registers_DocLib/Register%20of%20Private%20Colleges%20%205%20January%202026.pdf

